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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 
Clause 17(2), Part 8 of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 

Act 1979 (the Act) 
 

File:  CSM 2608476                      Officer: M. Hassan       Date: 24 September 2021 
 
Premises: 94-96 Union Street, Pyrmont 

 

Executive Summary:  
 

Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in 
relation to the subject premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The premises known as “The Pyrmont Bridge Hotel” consists of a three-storey, altered, federation 
free style hotel building comprising a bar on every floor level, a kitchen and gaming room on the 
ground floor level, and a basement cellar. 

The building is listed as a Heritage Item under Council’s Local Environmental Plan 2012. The 
surrounds comprise a mixture of commercial and residential properties. The premises is located on 
the corner of Union and Murray Streets. 

An inspection of the premises by a Council Officer on 24 September 2021 in the presence of the 
owner revealed that the premises are deficient in fire safety and egress provisions in the following 
areas:  
 

(i) Poor maintenance of existing fire safety measures (the fire detection and alarm system 
and the sprinkler system were not being maintained to the standard of installation they were 
designed and installed to); 
 
(ii) A lack of firefighting equipment (no hose reels); 
 
(iii) Defective egress provisions (exit doors contained locking devices, a storage cupboard 
was located beneath an exit stair and an exit stair lacked handrails); 

 
Council investigations reveal that the premises are deficient in the provisions for fire safety and a 
notice of intention to serve a fire safety order has been issued under Schedule 5 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 so as to ensure and promote adequate facilities for fire 
safety/fire safety awareness. 
 
Observation of the external features of the building did not identify the existence of any potential 
combustible composite cladding on the façade of the building. 

 
  



 

Chronology:  
 

Date Event 

18/08/2021 FRNSW correspondence received regarding premises, 94-96 Union Street, Pyrmont. 
 

02/09/2021 An inspection of the subject premises was undertaken by a Council officer. The inspection 
revealed that the pub on the ground floor level was closed.  

24/09/2021 A further inspection of the subject premises undertaken by Council’s officer in the presence 
of the owner revealed that the following egress and fire safety deficiencies: 
 
1. Final exit doors opened against the direction of travel and lacked a single hand action 
latching device. 
 
2. A number of doors located in the path of travel to the exit contained locking devices. 
 
3. There is a lack of firefighting equipment in the building. 
 
4. There were no smoke detectors on the ground floor level. 
 
5. The exit stair serving the bar area on the first-floor level lacked handrails. 
 
6. There is a storage cupboard beneath the main timber exit stair that is not enclosed in 
suitable fire resistive construction. 
 
7. The sprinkler system in the building lacked replacement sprinkler heads. 
 
8. The smoke detection and alarm system in the building lacked smoke detectors and a zone 
block plan. 
 
Council’s investigation officer advised the building owner that a fire safety order is to be issued 
which will require detailed fire safety works to be carried out to the building. 
 

18/10/2021 Notice of intention to serve a fire safety order issued to the building owner. 

 

 
FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 

 
References: D19/3187; 2021/368873 
 
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises in the company of officers 
from NSW Police.  
 
Issues  
 
The report from FRNSW detailed a number of fire safety issues, noting sprinkler system faults, 
alarm signalling faults and exit signs not being properly maintained.  FRNSW also noted that there 
appeared to be an addition to the 2nd floor roof top that required consent, and that it was unclear 
whether this development received the necessary oversight for approval.   
 
FRNSW is therefore of the opinion that there are inadequate provisions for fire safety within the 
building. 
  



 

FRNSW Recommendations  
 
FRNSW have made recommendations within their report. In general, FRNSW have requested that 
Council: 
 

1. Inspect the subject premises and take action to have the identified fire safety issues 
appropriately addressed. 
 

2. That Council advice FRNSW regarding its determination in accordance with Schedule 5, Part 
8, Section 17 (4) of the EP&A Act. 

 

  
 

COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 

Issue 
Order 
(NOI) 
 
 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance letter 
of instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance actions 

under the current 

Council Order 

 

Other (to 
specify) 

 
As a result of site inspections undertaken by a Council officer it was determined that concern for 

public safety required a notice of intention (NOI) for a fire safety order to be issued under Part 2 of 

Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 without delay. Further 

inspections will be carried out to remedy more urgent fire safety concerns. 

It is recommended that Council exercise its power under the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 to issue a Fire Safety Order to address the identified fire safety deficiencies. 

The issue of a fire safety order will ensure that suitable fire safety systems are in position throughout 

the building to provide improved and adequate provisions for fire safety. 

That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 
 
An investigation has commenced regarding the rooftop awning and wall enclosing the awning, 
further inspections will be carried out and appropriate enforcement action taken.  
 
Referenced documents: 

No# Document type Trim reference 

A1 Fire and Rescue NSW Report 2021/421360-01 

 
 
Trim Reference: 2021/421360   CSM reference No#: 2608476                       

 
  

 



 



 



 



 



 

 


